
EXCELLENCE IN EVERYTHING

RESPECT HONESTY KINDNESS

WELCOME TO OUR 
Y11 GUIDANCE,  
SUPPORT AND 
REVISION EVENING



Why are we here?  

This is Andrea.

▪ Her Target Grades are mainly 
6s and 7s

▪ Her Current Grades are 
mainly 5s, but she has a 3 in 
English Language.

▪ Her Predicted Grades (at the 
moment) are 5s and 6s.

We have three half terms: how 
are we going to get Andrea to 
meet her targets and fulfil her 
potential?

This is Bob.

▪ His Target Grades are 6s and 
7s

▪ His Current Grades are 
mainly 6s and 7s

▪ His Predicted Grades (at the 
moment) are all on target.

We have three half terms: how 
are we going to ensure that Bob 
remains on target (in order to 
achieve his potential), but also 
challenge and stretch him, so 
that he will exceed those target 
grades?



Focus for this session:

❑Attendance
❑Attitude and Engagement in their 

learning (AEL) – how can we support 
them at home?
❑Practical tips for ‘setting them up for 

revision’
❑Practical tips for revising 
❑Practical tips for supporting them in 

their revision.  
❑CIAG (Careers)



Top Tip No. 1: Get them to school 
every day, on time!

“My child’s got a 95% attendance record – 
that seems pretty good to me!”

Is it?

❑ 95% Attendance = HALF A DAY of lessons 
missed every two weeks

❑ 95% Attendance = Two weeks of lessons 
missed each year.

EVERY LESSON 
COUNTS!





Recall Section: as soon as you 
can after the session, review the 
notes section and jot down key 
concepts and important ideas.

Notes Section: note down main ideas and concepts; try to use your own words where possible; don’t write in full sentences 

– use key words and abbreviations. 

 
The Summary Section: summarise your main points in this section.

 



❑How do we revise?

❑How do we take notes?

Ask them to consider: why 
am I doing what I’m doing?  
What am I trying to 
achieve?







http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zgc3w6f#zt22y4j

Some Practical Techniques for Revision:

❑Mind Mapping
❑ Using KEY words and phrases/mnemonics/acronyms – create ‘triggers’.
❑ Using sounds: recording your own voice; using songs and rhymes; listening to podcasts etc.
❑ Using space – create a guided tour around your revision space that you revise. Use posters, mindmaps and 

visual aids that you ‘walk through’. In the exam you then walk through this space in your head visualising what 
you can see.

❑ Cue Cards – summarise key information! 
❑ Study groups – approach with caution – but these can be really useful if done in the right way.
❑ Teach someone else… if it becomes normal to say it, you are more likely to write it
❑ Use exam papers and mark schemes
❑Work under timed conditions
❑ Questions and answers: get someone to ask you questions – can you answer them?
❑ Think like a teacher - scrutinise exam papers and know them inside out. Get them used to asking questions 

like: What has the exam board asked in previous exam questions regarding this topic? What else could they 
ask? Predict the question based on the introductory information that goes before the question.

❑ Collate a list of useful websites for each subject and useful video clips. 
❑ REVIEW, RECALL and REMEMBER – it is never too early to start revising.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zgc3w6f




Quick Tips for Revising:

❑ Make a start however much you don’t want to – then 
the hardest bit is over with!

❑ Build in short breaks – create a pattern that works: 30 
minutes revising = 5 minute break; 45 minutes revising 
= 15 minute break

❑ Do frequent short exercises – stretches, neck and 
shoulder rolls, walking around etc.

❑ Drink water and get fresh air. Keep the temperature 
cool.

❑ Eat ‘brain food’ – avoid sugar and have lots of healthy 
snacks around to eat little and often.

❑ Take a day off and do something completely different.

❑ Don’t leave the difficult bits until the end.

❑ Do something relaxing between revising and 
bedtime.

❑ STOP and take a break if you start feeling frustrated, 
angry, overwhelmed.  Make a note of the problem to 
take to your next lesson and move on to something 
else. 

❑ Focus on what you have done, not all the things that 
you haven’t – every little helps.

❑ Promise yourself little rewards after each session – a 
favourite TV programme, reading a magazine or 
going out with friends.

❑ At the end of each session, file away your notes and 
clutter so that your work-area is clear for the next 
session. 



What else can we do?
Pastoral Support

Mrs Mather



Common Worries from 
Parents and Guardians!

• They are not revising enough!

• They are revising too much!

• They are always stuck in their room

• We never seem to be able to talk

• How do I stop them from being stressed?

• These exams are stressing me out -how can I help them if I am 
stressed as well?!?!?!?



Choose Your Attitude

• Perspective: Your child might not do it the 
way you would do it, or as often as you 
would like, but they are hopefully doing 
their best in the way that works for them.

• Sensitive: Be understanding when they 
have off days and remind them of all the 
good work they have done and will 
continue to do.

• Model Resilience – exam stress is normal!



Be There!
Show interest.

Be Practical!

Snacks!
Space!
Routines!



Supporting your child in setting themselves up for 
revision:

❑Talk to your child – ask them how you can support 
them and what they would find useful.

❑Help to make a list of what is needed – help to avoid 
their procrastination

❑Encourage them to file hand-outs and organise books 
early on (perhaps each night), so that they can find 
what they need easily

❑Find out what additional support school offers – visit 
the website and ask about revision/support sessions

❑Support and help to guide decisions about revision aids 
– ask teachers/school what they would recommend.  

❑Help them to plan and create their revision timetable – 
invest time early and it will pay off in the end. 



Supporting your child in doing the revision:

❑ Support your child by ensuring that are sticking to their revision timetable.  Give 
them praise when they do it and possible negotiate a reward structure.  Avoid 
making treats dependent on results – this could only add to feelings of failure 
and disappointment, if they don’t do as well as expected.

❑ Perhaps create a ‘workbox’ that is filled with pens, sticky-notes, highlighters, 
etc., so they feel prepared.

❑ Negotiate the ‘rules for revision’ – think about access to mobile phones, TVs, 
games consoles etc., and decide what you both agree on. Remember music 
might be a helpful tool to aid revision.

❑ Provide healthy snacks and water for revision session.
❑ Be flexible – if they want to miss a session because they have a party, ask them 

when they will make the time up.  
❑ Be sensitive to the pressure – be understanding when they have off days and 

remind them of all the good work they have done and will continue to do.
❑ Show an interest – talk through difficulties and be prepared to help them re-

schedule or help them put things into perspective.   
❑ Keep perspective – your child might not do it the way you would do it, or as 

often as you would like, but they are hopefully doing their best in the way that 
works for them.



Excellent Revision Websites and Guides
Teacher Recommendations:

❖English: Blog Mr Hanson’s English; Shmoop; Cliff Notes; no fear Shakespeare; Google 
Classroom

❖Mathematics: www.corbettmaths.com; Sparx maths
❖Science: Kerboodle; revision materials from department
❖MFL: www.duolingo.com; www.atantot.com; www.languagesonline.org.uk
❖Business, ICT and iMedia: Google Classroom has all the relevant revision websites to access
❖Humanities: Google Classroom; revision video clips from modules that can be obtained from 

your teacher; revision materials from department
❖Creative Technology: coursework is a crucial part of the GCSE, so it is imperative that pupils are 

making the most of their time in lessons, and where possible in after school sessions too.
❖Music: Focus on Sound; Google Classroom: https://redhill.musicfirst.co.uk/app/; 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zpf3cdm; 
http://www.rhinegoldeducation.co.uk/product/wjeceduqas-gcse-music-revision-guide/; 
https://www.illuminatepublishing.com/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=28

❖Pastoral: https://www.goconqr.com/en/gcse/revision-tips/how-to-deal-with-exam-stress/

http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.atantot.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
https://redhill.musicfirst.co.uk/app/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zpf3cdm
http://www.rhinegoldeducation.co.uk/product/wjeceduqas-gcse-music-revision-guide/
https://www.illuminatepublishing.com/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=28
https://www.goconqr.com/en/gcse/revision-tips/how-to-deal-with-exam-stress/


Exam Information This can be found on 
our website.



Mock Exam 
Timetable



GCSE Exam Timetable



CIAG





https://www.redhill.dudley.sch.uk/year-11-post16-information

https://skillsforlife.campaign.gov.uk/courses/national-careers-service/

https://www.redhill.dudley.sch.uk/year-11-post16-information
https://skillsforlife.campaign.gov.uk/courses/national-careers-service/


https://classroom.google.com/w/NTYzMTA2NjMwOTQ3/t/all

https://classroom.google.com/w/NTYzMTA2NjMwOTQ3/t/all


Support with 
Applications



Support with 
Applications

✓In school support from form tutor, PSHE 
teacher, HoY and PSW.

✓Guidance on CV and College Application writing 
in PSHE.

✓College support on websites for the application 
process.

✓For further Careers Advice/ Information please 
contact Mr J. Bacciochi (Designated 
Safeguarding Lead, Attendance and Careers) / 
Mrs V. Baggott (Careers)



Mathematics, Science 
and English



English Overview:



Key Information:
Key Dates:

January Mocks:
1. English Literature Paper 1: 

Macbeth and A Christmas 
Carol

2. English Language Paper 2: 
Non-fiction reading and 
writing

GCSE Exam Dates:
English Literature
• Paper 1: 13th May 2024 (Macbeth 

and A Christmas Carol)
• Paper 2: 20th May 2024 (An Inspector 

Calls, Poetry Anthology and Unseen 
Poetry)

English Language
• Paper 1: 23rd May 2024 (Creative 

Reading and Writing)
• Paper 2: 6th June 2024 (Non-fiction 

reading and writing)



How can students revise?

• Revise and recall key quotations from across 
the texts: this is a closed-book exam 
(Literature)

• The information booklet contains:
• Knowledge organisers
• Quotation recall activities
• Practice questions

• Engage in world news and reading 
for creativity and information 
relevance (Language)

Top tips:
• Re-read our key texts: 

audio books are freely 
available on Youtube

• Practice: 2 hours and 15 
minutes is a long time to 
write for!

• Use revision apps such as 
quizlet, Youtube, Tiktok, 
etc.

• Use Google classroom 
resources from teacher 
and department

• Key websites can be found 
in the English area of the 
school website.



Trilogy Science Overview (AQA)



Triple Science Overview (AQA)



Key Information

Exam Date

Biology Paper 1 22nd January 

2024 AM
Chemistry Paper 1 25th January 2024 

AM
Physics Paper 1 31st January 2024 

AM

Mocks
Biology Chemistry Physics

B1 Cell 
Biology
B2 
Organisation
B3 Infection 
and 
Response
B4 
Bioenergetics

C1 Atomic 
Structure and 
the Periodic 
table
C2 Bonding, 
Structure and 
properties of 
matter.
C3 
Quantitative 
chemistry
C4 Chemical 
changes

C5 Energy 
changes

P1 Energy
P2 Electricity
P3 Particle 
model of 
matter
P4 Atomic 
Structure

Content which will be 

assessed in the mock 
exams



Key Information

Subject Paper 1 date Paper 2 date

Biology 10th May 2024 AM 7th June 2024 PM

Chemistry 17th May 2024 AM 11th June 2024 PM

Physics 22nd May 2024 AM 14th June 2024 PM

GCSE  Exam dates



How can students revise in science?
• Carousel learning-Online flashcards and self quizzing tool.

• Seneca-Online assessments on each topic.

• BBC bitesize Science

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h

• Biology (Triple)

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zpgcbk7

• Chemistry (Triple)

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8xtmnb

• Physics (Triple)

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zsc9rdm

• Learning mats (These have been given at the start of each topic).

• CGP revision guide

• Cognito Edu-Past papers by topic

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zpgcbk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8xtmnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zsc9rdm


Exam Breakdown

• Pupils will sit three papers to gain their maths GCSE

• Paper 1 – non calculator

• Paper 2 – calculator

• Paper 3 – calculator

• Each paper is 1hr 30 minutes long with 80 marks available on each

• The three marks are added together to get a total out of 240, which will 
determine the final grade awarded

• Foundation Grades 1 – 5

• Higher Grades 4 – 9

• Around 25% of the questions are common across both tiers (crossover)

• Our exam board is Edexcel



Key Dates

• Thursday 19th October – Low stakes calculator GCSE paper

22nd January to the 5th February 2023 – MOCK EXAMS

• Feedback/ interventions/ tiering diagnostic papers

• Final tiering changes made before Easter 

• May 2024 - GCSE examinations begin



In School Support

• Reactive teaching/ feedback to address gaps from most recent 
paper

• Fortnightly exam practice to continue to expose pupils to exam 
style questions and promote good exam technique

• Extended learning/ Sparx Maths

• Form time interventions

• Detailed mock feedback/ reactive teaching/ responsive 
curriculum

• Interventions/ Period 6 



Narrow topic 
focus

Vs

Mixed topics

Perfect 
required 

processes

Apply to 
contextual 

exam questions

Learn required 
formulae

Past Papers



Know your strengths & weaknesses..

• On Google Classroom you will find an overview of the GCSE 
mathematics specification for the relevant tier of entry

• Use these topic lists to reflect on your current strengths and 
target areas

• How did you do on each topic when taught?

• Are there topics you’ve forgotten how to tackle?

• Is there formulae to remember?



Target the tricky!

• Although it is often easier to re-practise the topics 
you feel confident with, it is the areas you feel less 

confident with that need the most attention

• Once you have identified the areas you need to 
target, you now need to consider how to boost 

your confidence in these skills ☺



How to fill the gaps..
• You may start by looking at your class notes but active revision is best

• Step 1 – WATCH instructional videos on Sparx Maths/ Corbett Maths to refresh 
the key concept and make any useful notes (formulae/methods)

• Step 2 – PRACTISE the methods shown with skill based questions by completing 
Sparx tasks or retackling questions from your book

• Step 3 – APPLY the skills refreshed to more worded, multi step questions from 
Corbett Maths/ Maths Genie

• Step 4 – Tackle PAST PAPERS in order to familiarise yourself with the types of 
questions asked, the way the paper increases in difficulty and flag any areas 

which need refreshing

• Remember to ensure you are marking the work you are completing, using 
worked solutions to help with any corrections



Useful Links

• Sparx Maths: https://sparxmaths.com/

• Corbett Maths: https://corbettmaths.com/

• Maths Genie: https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/

• Mr Morley Maths: https://www.mrmorleymaths.co.uk/student-zone

• OnMaths: https://www.onmaths.com/

• BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z38pycw

• Oak Academy: https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4/subjects/maths

https://sparxmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.mrmorleymaths.co.uk/student-zone
https://www.onmaths.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z38pycw
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4/subjects/maths


Subject Specific Information: 
Design and Technology

The GCSE course is broken down into two sections:

• 50% written exam in the Summer term of Year 11

• 50% NEA (Non-Assessed Examination) previously known as coursework.

The NEA is a single task that contributes towards 50% of the 

final GCSE Grade.

Pupils will produce a portfolio of 30-35 hours of work which 
includes the manufacture of a final prototype.

Pupils work on their NEA during lesson time and can 
also undertake research work outside of lessons.

Pupils will be out of lessons undertaking practical NEA work on.
Friday 24th, Monday 27th and Tuesday 28th November

DEADLINE for handing in the NEA is 3rd April.

How it's assessed
• Written exam: 2 hours
• 100 marks
• 50% of GCSE

What's assessed
• Core technical principles (20 marks)
• Specialist technical principles (30 marks)
• Designing and making principles (50 marks)

January Mock examination will be a 2hr paper based on 
content covered within the lessons to date.

N
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